Caution 

Consumers are being warned 
about the improper installation of de- 
vices designed to close up chimney 
flues to prevent heat from escaping 
when the furnace is shut off. The 
warning comes from both the Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) and the Federal Energy Ad- 
ministration (FEA). 

Both agencies said that while 
such devices could eventually cut oil 
and gas consumption by 10%, “im- 
proper installation of the device could 
result in carbon monoxide poisoning, 
fire or explosion.” 

The CPSC said it is investigating 
such devices now, but in the mean- 
time, consumers are urged to “pro- 
ceed with caution.” The agency noted 
there are no industry standards or 
certification programs and there are 
no “widespread training programs for 
installers.” 

Both CPSC and FEA said anyone 
thinking about buying such a device 
should check local building codes to 
make sure they are legal, have an in- 
spection of the installation when 
completed and “under no circum- 
stances should you attempt to install 
the damper yourself.” 


Meeting 


If you’re interested in attending 
meetings of the Federal Trade Com- 
mission (FTC), get on its newly es- 
tablished mailing list. Meeting 
notices will be mailed weekly before 
each scheduled meeting and will indi- 
cate the time, place, subject matter, 
whether it is open to the public and 
the name and phone number of an 
FTC official who will answer any 
questions about the meeting. 

To be placed on the new mailing 
list, write to: 

Office of Public Information 

Room 496 

Federal Trade Commission 

Washington, DC 20580 

Information concerning FTC 
meetings also will be available on a 
recorded telephone message by call- 
ing 202-523-3806. 


| S-p-r-e-a-d-i-n-g | 
the word 

Got a magazine subscription 
problem? Help is available in the form 
of Magazine Action Line (MAL). Pub- 
lishers Clearing House, a magazine 
subscription sales agency, estab- 
lished MAL in 1973 as a free con- 
sumer service. MAL handles all con- 
sumer complaints for magazine sub- 
scriptions no matter where the sub- 
scriptions were ordered originally. 
First, try to settle your problem di- 
rectly with the company with whom 
you placed the order. If that fails, 
drop a line explaining the problem to: 

Publishers Clearing House 

Attention: Magazine Action Line 

382 Channel Drive 

Port Washington, NY 11050 
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Consumer advocate to Agriculture Dept. 


As expected, President Carter has named consumer activist Carol Tucker 
Foreman to be Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for Food and Consumer 
Services. Her duties will include supervising the food stamp program, child 
nutrition programs, and meat and poultry inspection and grading. 


Ms. Foreman, a native of Little Rock, AR, has been executive director of 
the Consumer Federation of America since 1973. Before joining the federation 


she was executive director of the Citizens’ Committee on Population and the 
American Future. 


The position Ms. Foreman will fill at Agriculture is a new one created by 
splitting duties previously held by a single Assistant Secretary for Consumer 
Services and Marketing. 


1977 auto mileage ratings | 


According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 1977 model 
cars and trucks average 6% better fuel economy than the 1976 models, and 
34% better than the 1974 models. 


Miles per gallon figures for all 1977 model cars, trucks and vans appear in 
the updated second edition of the 1977 Gas Mileage Guide which is now being 
delivered to all of the nation’s new car dealers. 


The Guide, prepared by EPA and the Federal Energy Administration 
(FEA), is aimed at helping new car buyers compare different models and to 
take fuel economy into consideration when purchasing a vehicle. 


Dealers of 1977 and later model year automobiles and light trucks are 
required by law to make available in their showrooms copies of the Guide. 
They are to be displayed prominently, with a sufficient stock on hand for 
prospective buyers. There are two guides: one for California, where stiffer 
emission standards apply, and one for the other 49 states. 


While no standardized test can ever represent each person’s individual 
driving, the EPA fuel economy estimates do provide a useful comparison of 
different vehicles tested under precisely the same conditions. 


Besides listing the gas mileage for each automobile, the Gwide also indi- 
cates the average annual fuel cost to operate the vehicle for 15,000 miles on 
gasoline costing 65 cents per gallon. Those automobiles operating on diesel 
fuel compute the average annual cost on the basis of 55 cents per gallon. 


Single copies of the 1977 Gas Mileage Guide, Second Edition, are avail- 
able from any new car dealer, or by writing to: 


Fuel Economy 
Pueblo, CO 81009 





Laetrile 


In response to a court directive, 
the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) will hold a hearing to deter- 
mine the legal and scientific status of 
Laetrile, a substance widely pro- 
moted as a cancer cure. 


In making the announcement, 
FDA noted that Laetrile has been 
tested in animals at least 5 times by 
the National Cancer Institute and 
other scientific organizations. The 
conclusions: “No evidence has been 
found to indicate that Laetrile has 
any beneficial effect on cancer.” 


Hearing is scheduled for May 2 in 
Kansas City, MO. Exact time and 
place have not yet been set. 


FTC complains 


Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) has accused 2 companies of vio- 
lating the Hobby Protection Act of 
1973, which was enacted to protect 
coin collectors and others from having 
their collections devalued by repro- 
ductions that are not clearly and 
permanently identified as such. FTC 
named Gold Bullion International, 
Ltd., of Syracuse, NY, and its over- 
seas affiliate B.H. Mayer’s Kunstpra- 
geanstalt of Pforzheim, West Ger- 
many, in the complaint for selling 
newly minted gold coins from Ger- 
many, Austria and Mexico without 
clearly marking them “Copy,” as is re- 
quired by a provision of the Hobby 
Protection Act. [See CONSUMER 
REGISTER: April 15, 1975, for details 
of Hobby Protection Act.] 


This is the second time FTC has 
taken any action since the Hobby Pro- 
tection Act went into effect and it is 
the first time it has taken action 
against an importer. 


Spring catalog 


The spring 1977 quarterly edition 
of Consumer Information catalog 
listing more than 200 selected Fed- 
eral consumer publications is now 
ready. This edition marks the begin- 
ning of its sixth year of providing in- 
formation on such subjects as con- 
sumer protection, child care, health, 
food and nutrition, home energy con- 
servation, and employment. Many of 
the topics listed in the catalog were 
suggested by consumers themselves. 


For your free copy, write Con- 
sumer Information Center, Pueblo, 
CO 810009. 


Flood insurance 


The story on National Flood In- 
surance [CONSUMER NEWS: March 1] 
failed to list a telephone number for 
residents of the Washington, DC area 
who may have problems connected 
with the purchase of the insurance. 
That number is 202-755-9096. 
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“There ought to be a law” 


How many times have you said in frustration “There ought to be a law” 
when you come across a product which you feel is unsafe? Well, you can do 
something about it. Especially those products which come under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 


Under Section 10 of the Consumer Product Safety Act, anyone may peti- 
tion CPSC to issue, amend, or revoke a consumer product safety rule. To 
make it easier for all concerned, CPSC has issued some guidelines for would- 
be petitioners: 


e A petition must be written in the English language. 

e It must include the name and address of the petitioner and indicate the 
consumer product or products for which a safety rule or a rule change is being 
sought. 

e It must include the facts that establish the rule or rule change sought if 
necessary. This may include personal experience or medical, engineering, or 
injury data or research. 

e The petitioner must ask the Commission to initiate rulemaking and 
describe the substance of the proposed rule. A sweeping request for regula- 
tory action will not be sufficient. 

e Provide all the information you can. Describe the specific risk of injury; 
the severity of the likely injury; and the possible reasons for them, such as 
product defect, a design flaw, or unintentional or intentional misuse. 

e If you’re seeking an outright ban of the product, you should state why a 
safety standard would not be sufficient. Also, you should supply other 
documentation, such as economic and environmental impact, engineering or 
technical studies, legal analyses, and reports of injuries. 


Although not required, CPSC would like the petition to be typewritten, 
include the word “petition” in a heading before the text with a reference that 
the petition is filed under Section 10 of the Consumer Product Safety Act, and 


the telephone number of the petitioner. Also, CPSC would like 5 copies of the 
petition. 


As you might expect, CPSC receives thousands of communications each 
year. While communications are not considered to be petitions, as such, CPSC 


emphasizes that these communications are evaluated and could lead to a prod- 
uct recall or repair order. 


Widowers eligible... . 


On March 2, the Supreme Court issued an opinion that alters the eligibil- 
ity requirements for widowers to collect “survivors’ benefits” under the Social 
Security Act. 

“Survivors’ benefits” are benefits the surviving spouse is entitled to re- 
ceive if the deceased spouse was a wage earner covered under the Social 
Security Act. To be eligible for benefits, the Act requires surviving spouses to 
be 60 years or older, or if disabled, 50 or older. Under the dependency provi- 
sion of the Act, a female surviving spouse is “presumed” dependent on her 
deceased husband, while a male surviving spouse is ineligible unless he can 
establish that he had depended on his wife for at least half of his income. 

According to the Supreme Court ruling, the male surviving spouse need 
no longer establish his dependence upon his deceased wife in order to collect 
survivors’ benefits. 

As a result of the decision, thousands of elderly or disabled widowers may 
become eligible for survivors’ benefits, and an even greater number of elderly 


men whose wives are still living may be eligible to receive certain Social 
Security old-age insurance benefits. 


CONSUMER NEWS 





New Federal 
publications 


Federal Energy Administration (FEA) has published a series of fact 


sheets on both energy and the environment and their importance to consum- 
ers: 


Deepwater Ports outlines the economic and environmental advantages of 
ports that are located off-shore as stopping points for larger ships. 


Outer Continental Shelf explains why parts of the OCS are considered 
significant energy sources and explains more about off-shore drilling. 


Oil Shale discusses the potentials of oil shale as an energy source and 
technology involved in its development. 

Coal describes the technology of coal production and conversion to other 
forms of energy and presents arguments for favoring one type of production 
over another. 


Electric Rate Demonstration Program describes consumer views on new 
ways of charging electric rates. 


Environment and Energy discusses programs and options open to the 
US to balance environmental e acerns with energy needs. 


Utilities and Energy describes the relationship between utility prices and 
energy shortages. 


Conservation gives you tips on saving money and energy through home 
insulation. 


Solar Collector Manufacturing Activity describes the findings of an FEA 
study on solar energy. 


For a copy of these fact sheets, write Federal Energy Administration, 
Room 220, Old Post Office Building, Washington, DC 20460. 


Pollen Allergy, published by National Institutes of Health (#017-044— 
00020-6). 40¢ from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 


Office, Washington, DC 20402. 


Pollution and Your Health, published by Environmental Protection 
Agency. Free from Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC 
20460. 


The Price of Death: A Survey Method and Consumer Guide for Funerals, 
Cemeteries and Grave Markers, Consumer Survey Handbood 3 published 
by Seattle Regional Office of Federal Trade Commission. Free from 
Federal Trade Commission, 2840 Federal Building, Seattle, WA 98174. 


Publications, Radio, Films, Slides, Fact Sheets, T.V., catalog published by 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. Free from Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207. 


Textured Vegetable Protein Products: New Choices for Consumers, published 
by FDA Consumer (#023E). 60¢ from Consumer Information, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

How To Deal With Motor Vehicle Emergencies, published by National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration (#507E). Free from Consumer In- 
formation Center, Pueblo, CO 81009. 


Computerizing Supermarket Checkout, reprinted from FDA Consumer 
(#535E). Free from Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, CO 81009. 


Women and Estrogens, reprinted from FDA Consumer (#574E). Free from 
Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, CO 81009. 


Motorcycle Safety, published by National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis- 


ration (#507E). Free from Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, CO 
81009. 
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Comments sought 


As you know, the President plans 
to submit to the Congress a proposed 
comprehensive National Energy Plan 
that will seek to assure that the US 
will become energy sufficient in the 
years ahead and to avoid a recurrence 
of the problems experienced by many 
parts of our nation this past winter. 


While many of the country’s lead- 
ing experts are working to solve the 
nation’s energy problems, the Presi- 
dent also is seeking help from the 
public. Since some of the best solu- 
tions often come from the people, and 
to ensure that the American people 
have a more direct line into their gov- 
ernment, your comments on the 
energy situation are welcome and 
needed. 


In order for it to receive due con- 
sideration, the President needs your 
response before March 21. 


Interested persons are invited to 
submit written comments and rec- 
ommendations, together with any 
supporting data and analyses, to P.O. 
Box 2936, Washington, DC 20013. 


Reminders 


According to the law, American 
taxpayers now have the right to know 
when the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) subpoenas their bank records 
and to contest the action in court. 


The measure, part of the 1976 
Tax Reform Act, went into effect 
March 1. Under the provision, the 
IRS must inform a taxpayer within 3 
days after a subpoena is issued for 
his/her bank records. The taxpayer 
then has 14 days to order the bank not 
to release the record and take the 
IRS to court to block the subpoena. 


You should be aware that this 
provision applies only to the IRS. 
Other Government agencies could 
still subpoena your bank records 
without your knowledge. 


An amendment extending the 
Equal Credit Opportunity Act be- 
comes effective March 23. The 
amendment forbids discrimination in 
the extension of credit on the ground 
of race, color, religion, national ori- 
gin, age, sex and marital status. 


It is now illegal to sell aerosols 
containing chlorofluorocarbons in the 
state of Oregon. Under the law, 
which went into effect March 1, mer- 
chants who sell aerosols containing 
chlorofluorocarbons are subject to 
$1,000 fine or a year in prison or both. 





Recalls 


e BED GUARD RAILS—Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) and the Pride-Trimble Corp. 
of Southern Pines, NC, have an- 
nounced the recall of certain bed 
guard rails which may have been 
coated with paint containing lead ex- 
ceeding permissible limits. The prod- 
uct has 3 horizontal rails of tubular 
steel which telescope from 40 inches 
in length to 70 inches. Two tubes are 
placed under the mattress to anchor 
the product. The rail itself contains 
no identifying marks, but the items 
were manufactured between Jan. 1, 
1974, and May 1, 1976, and were sold 
in cartons marked “Model 112 Bed 
Rails.”’ The cartons were further 
labeled “Dept. 66—112-6222 quantity 
1 (one) tubular steel bed guard rail 
adjust 40” to 70”. Consumers who 
have purchased this item may obtain 
a replacement or refund by returning 
it to the place of purchase. 


e TOY PHONOGRAPH—Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) has announced the recall of a 
toy phonograph which poses a possi- 
ble electric shock hazard to users. 
The toy, ‘‘Teletone Model 54740 
Phonograph,”’ is manufactured by 
Electronic Creations Co. Inc. of Mt. 
Vernon, NY. It comes packaged in a 
cardboard box that has a picture of 
the phonograph and a blue, black and 
white label on the front which reads 
in part “Solid State Phonograph Tele- 
tone Caution—Electric Toy Not Rec- 
ommended for Children Under 3 
Years of Age [Model 54740] UL.” The 
phonograph case is brown and white 
plaid and white pressboard. Consum- 
ers should return the item to the 
place of purchase or directly to Elec- 
tronic Creations Co. Inc., 444 So. 9th 
Ave., Mt. Vernon, NY 10550, for a 
full refund. 


e ROCK POLISHER—Consum- 
er Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) announces the recall of 2 
models of an electric rock polisher 
which pose a possible electric shock to 
the user. “Tumble Stones, Model 
#1901 Rock Polisher” and “Deluxe 
Double Barrel, Tumble Stones, Model 
#1902 Rock Polisher,” both manufac- 
tured by RAPCO of Chicago, IL, fail 
to comply with Federal regulations 
for electrically-operated toys and are 
banned from sale. RAPCO is asking 
consumers to return the toy to the 
place of purchase or directly to the 
manufacturer—RAPCO, 500 N. 
Spaulding Avenue, Chicago, IL 
60624—for a full refund. 


e DEFROSTERS — Chadwick- 
Miller Inc. of Canton, MA, has volun- 
tarily stopped the sale and distribution 
and is recalling its electric refrigerator 
defrosters. Engineering tests con- 
ducted by the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) indicate 
that the product contains several possi- 
ble defects capable of causing electric 
shock to users and/or ignition of the 
cord. A majority of the units were sold 
through mail order companies. The 
packaging box is labeled with the name 
Chadwick and the model no. 73359. To 
obtain a full refund for the unit, includ- 
ing postage costs, mail the product to 
the mail order company where pur- 
chased. 

®¢ BOATS—The Coast Guard 
(CG) is alerting boat owners to safety 
problems affecting several boat i 
els: 1975 and 1976 240-Inboard, man- 
ufactured by Aquasport, are missing 
fuel tank straps; 1975 and 1976 15- 
foot rowboat, manufactured by 
Franks Boats, are missing capacity 
labels; 1975 GPE-15, manufactured 
by Grand Prix, has insufficient flota- 
tion; and the horsepower capacity is 
overrated on the 1976 and 1977 B-160, 
manufactured by Hurst Enterprises. 
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Product safety 


Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) continues its 
regular Friday noon meetings be- 
tween Commissioners and _ in- 
terested members of the press and 
public: 

Third Floor Hearing Room 

1111 18th St. NW 

Washington, DC 


Health care 


Federal Trade Commission’s 
(FTC) Bureau of Economics will 
conduct a conference on “Competi- 
tion in the Health Care Sector: Past, 
Present and Future,” June 1 and 2, 
International Inn, Washington, DC. 
Contact: Dr. Warren Greenberg, 
Federal Trade Commission, Wash- 
ington, DC 20580; phone: 202-524-— 
7680. 


Owners of these boats should 


contact their dealers. 
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